Early History
Lions Beach e Trout Pond ¢ Kiwanis Pond
December 12, 2023 ® Ted H. Schaar

SCENE AT GRAVEL PIT POOL, SOUTH MAIN STREET

Janesville Daily Gazette
July 17, 1937 page 16

Shore of what would become Lions Beach. A building and equipment appear to be in
the image though it's hard to be certain. Bushes and trees are visible along the water.



In 1937, when this aerial was taken, Main Street continued past the abandoned and flooded sand
and gravel pits that later were converted to Lions Beach and the Trout Pond (Rotary Gardens). At
upper right, Atlas Sand and Gravel, incorporated three years earlier,! was a going concern.

1 Janesville Daily Gazette April 6, 1934 page 2.



FUEL ADDED TO SAND
AND GRAVEL BUSINESS

In addition to its sand and gravel
Lasiness., the Howard Sand. Coal &
GCeravel company ortered the «coal
huyiness in November, 1921, The
compuny was rormacriy the IFederul
Nand & Gravel company. Iis plant,
thorougily cauipped (o (e extrnc-
rion, MIting and grading of sanud and
sravel, ik at the foot of South Matn
strect. " Dlusiness for cthe last yeoor
was [alr, the company says.

Janesville Daily Gazette
January 14, 1922 page 22

Names of businesses that operated the pits that became
Lions Beach and the Trout Pond (Rotary Gardens).



New Swimming

Beach

Acquisition of the sand pit on
South Main street on which are lo-
cated two bodies of natural water
has been completed by the Lions
club, it was announced loday. A
proposition whereby the property
may be oblained by the city will be
p:hunted to the council Monday
night.

- The property was purchased by
the Lions club from the Moulding-

Brownell corporation of Chicago,
which formerly operated a sand
pit there, and Councilman Frank
Mi. Britt.

The property contains two ponds,
ofe of 9 acres and the other 1.7
acres. By Jining the two a lake
ol 10 acres may be established. The
two ponds are fed by springs and
draln by seepage.

Assured

The Liloos clud purchased the
for $2.000, which has already
paid and the deeds are now in

of the club. It is plan-
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Map Shows Site of Property Offqred by Lions Club for New Beach

| 1

The wbove @Magrem shows | the Three raliroad tracks enter the -

proposed swhmnming beach and park

frontage on South Main strest, cx-

See next page for an easier-to-read version of the text.

area. only one of which crosses the
beach grounds proper. One serv-
ices the Britt coal yard, the second
the Wisconsin Dairy Cattle Mar-
ket and the third goes into the sand
pit.  The latter tracks will be re-
maoved, Entrances to the area,
however, will not cross tracks

If the city purchases the prop-

. erty it Is planned to join the two

!aod!n of water and to construct a

ach app 500
feat long. Sand will be sluiced In-
to the pord 1o provide w
water for beginning swimmers
those not too proficient while ex-
pert swimmers may enjoy the
deeper waler. Buoys would be
placed marking the beginning of
deep water.
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Ranoall Ave.




The above Magram shows the Three rallroad tracks enter the -

proposed swimming beach and park
purchased by the Lions e¢lub for
32,000 and offered to the city for
$1.500.

The plot eontains two natural

spring fag lakes, one of nine acres
and the other of one and seven
tenths acres, both created by the
removal of many tons of gravel
The area inclosed in dotted lines
is that purchased by the club. That
on the left was purchased from
F. M. Britt; the larger area on
the right was obtained from the
Moulding Brownel company of
Chicago. Mr. Britt has retained
frontage on South Main street ex-
tending back 120 feet, including a
portion of the larger lake.

area, only one of which crosses the
beach grounds proper. One serve
jces the Britt coal yard, the second
the Wisconsin Dairy Cattle Mar-
ket and the third goes into the sand
pit. The latter tracks will be re-
moved. Entrances to the area,
however, will not cross tracks.

If the city purchases the prop-
erty it is planned to join the two
bodies of water and to construct a
bathing beach approximately 500
feet long. Sand will be sluiced in-
to the pond to provide shallow
water for beginning swimmers and
those not too proficient while ex-
pert swimmers may enjoy the
deeper water. Buoys would be
placed marking the beginning of
deep water.

Janesville Daily Gazette
July 17, 1937 page 16



Janesville’s New $88,000 Bathhouse

Janesville Daily Gazette

(Pleluce on page 14)

By PERRY O'BRIEN
Designed to provide deluxe
quarters for Janesville bathers
{or many years to come and to
be the center of the city's new

Blackhawk park, the new Lions
beach bathhouse will be open
Sunday afternoon for public in-
gpoction. It will not be used as a
tathhouse this season however.
Tours will be conducted from 2
0 5 p. m. Sunday by beach at-
tendants, according to Pal Daw-
son, city recreation director.

The GCrautiful Lannon stone
bullding was designed by Clry
Enginecr Joseph hﬂ with a
view to reducing the atenance
tosts based on his many gnn
of experience with public bulld
ings. Although It is desi prk
marily as a bathhouse, 1 are
{acilities included to make It a
sulladble central bullding for the
park which is planned for that
area of the city. Eventuaily there
will be tennis courts, ball dia-
monds and other recreational fa-
clities in Blackhawk park,

The bathhouse has been under
construction since last fa)l when
E. E, Kjornes, Janesville builder,
was awarded the general contract
for about $88, It was 10 be
roady for the 1950 bathing sea-
son but due to delays In ship-
ments of materials the job was
rrolonged through the summer,
with the final touches put on
Thu . The bullding will not
b 'com em;'“ f!‘l R until
roxt spring when it w open-
ed for pubfie use.

Entrance On Psul Street

Front on Paul street, the

will be a service drive connected
1o parking areas in front of and
1o the east of the st ure. The
lobby. 2 14 by 42 foot room, is
[inished in red tile fleoring, plas
ter and sait tile walls.
. Doorways lead down two cor
rdors around the checking reoms
there are service, dressing.
rst ald and life guard rooms off
orridors.

he ¢

building entered from what |dress!

The east side of the bullding s
for boys. There are rest yooms
for bathers, for the general pub-
Jie and In the dressing rocoms.
Similar [acilities are provided on
the girls' aide of the builling. The
rest rooms for the general publie
are entered from outside the
building. Bathers enter [rom the
beach.

In the hoys' dressing room,
there are dressing stalls around
the entire wall plus an open area
in the center of the room. There
are 10 showers [n one corner,
sinks and diinking water ncar the
entrance. There will be a bath.
ing Sult wriinger in the center of
the room near the entrance. The
girls' roeom wing has the
same appointments plus a powder
room.

Center Oipen For Sunlight

The dressing rooms offer shel (i

tered stalls bul the center section
of the root Is apen 1o allow natur-

a) sunshine sanitation. Public of-

ficials say steam and other mois-
fure in such rooms are better dis-
sipated bv sun rays. This open
area will be closed during the
winter months.

Tha large center section of the
building Is enclosed wire
screening and counters and will
accommodate the clothes checkin,
servite. Baskeis wiil be re
tioned and moved from the pres.
ent bathhouse but there will also
be wardrobe: hangers with special
fodu( s lo?' shoes and other

ems.

There are: rooms o' the bulld-
oo Ule Seter Ity o
X water

gm and electrical eom.ro‘fh.n’ s ing
Lite puards will have special
] overl the
pool and aid facilities will
be installed in these rooms, one

for boys and anothe® for girls.

Glazod THe Finlsh

The salt glazed tile is used ex-
tensively throughout the interior
of the bulld!n{ and in the dress
Ing reome. Officials state that de
facing is practically impossible on
thiz fle and any writing which
might be put on it can be imme

Offers Deluxe Quarters for Bathers #s . i s

diately washed off without barm
10 the finish.

A special mixture was used in

the concrele for the

coring of the bullding. All floors
in the corridors, dressing rooms
and walks around the exterior
of the building are “sii L
The mixture used s sa
vent the sl of wet feet even
if the floor Is covered with water.

The building is campletely
wlm for eledt‘i;l‘t‘_\; and l: ln;
pu m reac
every room and out over the
large beach area.

| touch has been glven

to the ior of the buildiag on
the beach side where there are
drinking fountains for boys and
for giris. Tablets done by a noted
stone sculptor have been built in-
lo the exterior walls at these
places to add beauty to the duild.

% Tandsoaping  Comes VTater

Only rough grading of .the
ﬁ:ounda has been at
this time dut biack dirt will be
hauled in this fall to provide a
base for landsca the front
section and Jjust ore the next
bathing season the new, and
greatly enlarged, beach.—will be
covered with an 18inch dressin,
of velvety sand. The entire beacg

begn in use
e e R fort St
uture ns
the saction of the beach along
S, Main street but for the present
there will be a beach area 450
Ieethkn*gundahwtm.uﬁ
in depth. island will be beau-
tified and fitted out as a pienie
and the bank across the
water from the dbathhouse will be
planted to

ev trees, ac
elm" depart-
ment plans.

Before it i3 opened for public
use next summer, the entire
beach arca will be by a
cyclone fence so the only en
trance to the swim area will
be through the new bulkiing.




PAGE FOURTEEN, JANESVILLE DAILY GAZETTE—SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 1950.

Pubhc to Tour New Bathhouse

N %

| This picturesque scene is |
|ja bather'seye view of
| Janesville's new bathhowse
|at Lions beach in Black-
{ hawk park. The beautiful
| Lannon stone and natural
% | wood building, offering de-

Y { luxe quarters for bathers,
! ﬁ. ok | Will be open foe public in-
(spection Sunday aftermoon
| but will not be equipped for
juse until the 1951 swim-
|ming season. Mombose of
(the beach swaff under the
{deadership of Recreation
(Director Pat Dawson wil
(conduct the tours from 2 (0
(S p. m, The bathhouse over-
{locks & greatly enfarped
(and improved beach and
will be the only entrance to
}lhq water when the aren is
e .,. losed by high femces.
Parking areas will be pro-
ided in front of the build.
ng.

~—Gazette Staff photos,




who lke 10 cateh trout. In additica):
to Cronin Creek, Janesville snglers
;mwb:vcawmoe!omhl‘oc

itrout, Trout fishing cow iy avail) ° - -
|ab:e in the two and pits nocth ol
Croain Creek Xxpdown a3 Lioas) .2
{Beach. Mioce than 1000 ruinbow| 5/
oot nene planted thére recently.)
Some of the raindbows ace 15 Inches) 0]

be .

a favorable repoet,” Bob Blum.
redch, Janesville, oM us, “Vandals
Biumreich sald, “Twice we put up
rishing doss not opeo until April 20,
and violatons cocotiove.

gcres &nd have & madmum depth

meen the two pits Js seven feet
deep. The smoaller pood is spring
(ed, providing cléan, clesr water
to ¢he Jarger pond. Lions Beach
pocd Qontains bluezills, pRech &nd

have destroyed signs put Lp by thel:
Jancsvile Consecvativn Clud.*};

signs o iaform anglecs that trout)

There §5 pood news for thosel,

i

“More erout will be planted, pro-|. <*
viding our ganme wa wmxlnf'

Dut CAch Ume they wece deslroyed, ) .-

The tav poeds cover about elght|<
of 13 feet. The ditch running Dbev)io5

black bass, plus the 2,000 raindow
[Uogt recen®ly planted, |

R )

mmmmum

production, & poad poovides watee
storane for Irogatica, acd fire

- peotection (oc bulldings, just to

mendoa a few. \With proper mans

©agoment, a pand ¢2n provide oover.

and shetter for gsme Wrda and
snimals, scagdids and turbcanﬂz
e pesvide fishi pood nmust

PoON . R nws
bo stocked with (rr(;e ProgeT DumM-

bers and Xinds of (ish I maximum

peoduction fs desitnd. In a foruytiz-
od pond, 1,000 Viuegil) fingeclings

:  and 10) Black dass fingeclings per

Wrfsce acee Is & g00d Wlntare.

* Corappies can be sudstituled for
black bacs, and bolhcad o place |

ot blor\lls. The ratio then should

e 26 cmpples snd 25 bullheads

pec surlsce Acce. The bhixgil-
dasa combinstion will produce 0.
1o 90 poards of lish per acre ¢ach

3. year.

[ Nixtures containing cmp.ves and

3. bulhetds muy prduee more

'pounds pee acre foc a few yvacs
Byt the pood s Jikely to decome
overuckad 0 that YRlds of roa-
tuce (ish will be grealy reduced in
a few years.

By operaling undec = Jicensed
fish hatchery, a (armer can make
as miich of 1note Monty foom &
[lish pond ax he cin from.8 cop
of potatoga, At the :ame time M
can make many a bay bam

Origin of the Trout Pond.

_pozd such s Liong Peach will ro-

"\We bolieve & successful trowt

Jiewe pwch fishing pressure from
Cronin’ Cyreck,” Blummich ssid.
"&n firit we bave to do someunnz
about the stunted fish in the pond
w0 ppowdc better fishing for the
poblic. Incldenvally, the cooter
|\':moo cd will resume adoitiooal
steeam Improvement work on Cron-
in Creck beginning this week.'” -~

Licot Beagh pond has produced
wome Dig Dass, accordiag to May-
nard Peck, Janesville, “1've caught

many large bass there,’” Peck sald.
One o the Jarg™it wag & TH-
poundcr -

Bl Allen, Janssville, =aid
there are a log of big bass and
bluegilly in those ponds, “['ve
caught many 1Zinch bluegills In
the 2and pit. Years ogo, Lions
Beach pood was knoam ag Atlas
gravel pir.” )

Jan Rock County thece are 8
Jakes., Of these seven are named
lakes and 71 are vanamed, Most
ot thede smaller Jakes or poads do
odt contain fish, but fish could

o planmted in most” of them.
A nafucal pond on a (arm s A
valusble astet. In additia 1O fh

Janesville Daily Gazette
April 21, 1955 page 8




Image:

1916—2003

Hedberg Public Library
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PROPOSED LIONS BEACH EXPANSION—A drawing by the Janesvil
shows proposed layout for the expansion of Lions Beach. The greatly enlarged bathing and beach
arca will 22 made possidle by puschase of mearly four acres of land from the Brilt estate. The wavy
line in the water arca shows the prosent shoreline. That would be extendad back about 150 feet to
" the easterly edge of the present roadway that leads from S. Main Stecet. Under Lhe new arrange-

ment, tealfic would be routed into the beach arca by way of Beloit Avenue.

Janesville Daily Gazette
January 24, 1961 page 1
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Visiting Lions Beach for the first time with my dad and brother is among my fond, early 1950s memories. Everything
about the place was impressive to a five-year-old: water, sand, piers, and the unusual open-air dressing room.

We lived about a mile away on Putnam Avenue and while a single-digit boy, I was allowed to walk to the beach with
friends. Along with many others, I learned how to swim there, and every year would line up to buy an elastic wrist
band that secured free admittance for the summer. We had a great time not only at the beach but getting there and
back. Along the way we discovered an abandoned train trestle across Spring Brook and found a deep pool west of its
south end. Had a lot of fun diving off the ties into the clear water.

Also visited the Trout Pond regularly and was usually present for the annual opening day of the season which occurred
on a Saturday in early May at the stroke of midnight. Underage drinking and rowdiness increased over the years until
1965 when the Gazette reported a "virtual riot" occurred.? I was there. It was crazy.

Later we discovered Atlas Pond, began fishing it, and caught many bluegills. At the time, some excavation equipment
was still present.

Decades later living in Brookfield 75 miles to the east I wrote an article® about a defunct sand and gravel pit in the
middle of a residential area two miles from our house. Operations ceased when digging reached the water table and
the cost of pumping water out was greater than the value of the sand and gravel. With excavation halted in the early
1970s, water filled the excavated cavity and formed a lake. Trees and brush grew on the surrounding mounds and
soon the lake was impossible to see from nearby homes and roads. After a while, it was called Hidden Lake. The
experience made me wonder about the repurposed pits I visited growing up in Janesville, so I researched Lions Beach
and Atlas Sand & Gravel but didn't find much more than what appears on pages one through 11.

X X X

2 Janesville Daily Gazette May 8, 1965 page 1.
3 https://tswrites.com/brookfieldshiddenlake.html



