
Early History 
Lions Beach • Trout Pond • Kiwanis Pond  

December 12, 2023 • Ted H. Schaar 

 
 

 
 

Shore of what would become Lions Beach. A building and equipment appear to be in  
the image though it's hard to be certain. Bushes and trees are visible along the water. 
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In 1937, when this aerial was taken, Main Street continued past the abandoned and flooded sand  
and gravel pits that later were converted to Lions Beach and the Trout Pond (Rotary Gardens). At  

upper right, Atlas Sand and Gravel, incorporated three years earlier,1 was a going concern.   

 
1 Janesville Daily Gazette April 6, 1934 page 2.  
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Names of businesses that operated the pits that became 
Lions Beach and the Trout Pond (Rotary Gardens).  
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See next page for an easier-to-read version of the text.  
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Origin of the Trout Pond.  
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Image: Hedberg Public Library 
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Visiting Lions Beach for the first time with my dad and brother is among my fond, early 1950s memories. Everything 
about the place was impressive to a five-year-old: water, sand, piers, and the unusual open-air dressing room.  

 
We lived about a mile away on Putnam Avenue and while a single-digit boy, I was allowed to walk to the beach with 
friends. Along with many others, I learned how to swim there, and every year would line up to buy an elastic wrist 

band that secured free admittance for the summer. We had a great time not only at the beach but getting there and 
back.  Along the way we discovered an abandoned train trestle across Spring Brook and found a deep pool west of its 
south end.  Had a lot of fun diving off the ties into the clear water.   

 
Also visited the Trout Pond regularly and was usually present for the annual opening day of the season which occurred 
on a Saturday in early May at the stroke of midnight.  Underage drinking and rowdiness increased over the years until 

1965 when the Gazette reported a "virtual riot" occurred.2  I was there.  It was crazy.   
 
Later we discovered Atlas Pond, began fishing it, and caught many bluegills.  At the time, some excavation equipment 

was still present.   
 
Decades later living in Brookfield 75 miles to the east I wrote an article3 about a defunct sand and gravel pit in the 

middle of a residential area two miles from our house.  Operations ceased when digging reached the water table and 
the cost of pumping water out was greater than the value of the sand and gravel.  With excavation halted in the early 
1970s, water filled the excavated cavity and formed a lake.   Trees and brush grew on the surrounding mounds and 

soon the lake was impossible to see from nearby homes and roads.  After a while, it was called Hidden Lake. The 
experience made me wonder about the repurposed pits I visited growing up in Janesville, so I researched Lions Beach 
and Atlas Sand & Gravel but didn't find much more than what appears on pages one through 11.  

 
* * * 

 

 
2 Janesville Daily Gazette May 8, 1965 page 1.  
3 https://tswrites.com/brookfieldshiddenlake.html   


